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Co 0 NG the Worth Benefattors 0 of ge paſt * 
who like ſo many bright Stars have Adorn'd our 
©" Engliſh Hemiſphere, none have merited to appear 

| With 8 Luſtre, than that Noble and Publicck 

Spirit Perſon, Sir THOMAS GRESH AM. 
| "bes Name. Will e valu d and eſteem d fo long as Virtue and = 

i Ingenuity ſhall have any Reputation in the World, -a09-tho-it' -- - i 

"8 Has too long been under ſome Eclipſe thro the ſhameful Neglect 
of ſome, and the no Jeſs ſnameſul Ingratitude of others, who bave 

for a long Time Reaped the Fruit of his Beneficence, yet it is 

to be hoped that in ſo Polite an Age as the Preſent, ſome Worthy | 

Patriots may ariſe, Perſons endowed with the fame Publick Spirit 
lat animated this Worthy, Knight, by whoſe Aid and Aſſiſtance 

„bis Memory will be Vindicated, and in due Time helped to 
emerge from that Obſcurity that has too long Interpoſed, and In- 

tercepted its reſplendent Rays. He that conſiders of what Uni- 

e Begeßt to Mankind an . and liberal Education is, 
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and what mighty Advantages to the World ſpring from the 


promoting of Learning, muſt needs highly value and eſteem a 
Perſon who took ſo much care, and made ſuch noble Proviſion: 
for the increaſe thereof as this moſt Excellent Citizen has done, 
Mankind was made for Society and a mutual help and aſſiſtanee 


to each other, but where good Education is wanting, inſtead of 


well-order'd and regular Societies, they would prove but a tu- 
multuous and confuſed Rabble. By the due cultivating of inge- 

nious Arts and Sciences, Government is eſtabliſh'd and preſerv d, 
a beautiful Order and Symmetry maintain d in every part, and 
what Harmony of Humours is to the Health of the Body, ſuch- 


is the good effect of that Harmony it procures betwixt the Go- 
venours and the Governed. Wild Nature may produce a Wood 


or Foreſt, and Herbs and Flowers may appear in a faint Luſtre 
when diſpers d in Fields or Hedges; but they never appear ſo 


Amiable and Charming, nor with fo perfect a Beauty as wen 
inclos d in a Garden, or when by the skillful Hand of an Artiſt 


they are diſpos d and methodiz d into Form and Order. By Learn- 


ing Nations Flouriſh and Increaſe in all Proſperity and Plenty: 
Honour and Reputation is advanced, and the whole World pays 


the greateſt Contribution of its Wealth to that Kingdom or 
Country that is the chiefeſt poſſeſſor of it: By means hereof the 


World is Bleſſed with judicious Stateſmen, wife Legiſlators, 

- prudent Councellors, grave Judges, learned Divines, eloquent 
Advocates, ſage Phyſicians, skillful Pilots, curious Artiſts, in- 
duſtrious and projecting Mechanicks ; in a word, Length of days 
as Solomon hath made the Abſtract of Wiſdom, may be faid r. 
Le in her right Hand, and in her left Hand, Riches and Honour. 


THESE and many more are the Benefits that by Learning 
accrue to the World in general; and ſinee the good effects thereof 
have been diſcover'd in rendring the moſt barren and infertile 
Soils by the diligence and ſtudious Induſtry of their Inhabirants, 
for 1 


wg 


for Life or Pleaſure. How inexcuſable ſhould we of this Nation 
be, ſhould we neglect or contemn a matter of ſo great Import- 
_ ance for our Well-being and Happineſs? We who have ſo many 
advantages above other People tor our Aſſiſtance and Incourage- 
ment, whether we conſider the happy Eſtate of this our Iſland, 
ſo advantageouſly ſcituated for Strength, Traffick and all other 
conveniencies of Navigation, for the temperature of its Climate, 
fruitfulneſs of its Soil, induſtry and capacity of its Inhabitants : 
A Soil abounding with verdant Paſtures and flowry Meads, ſtor d 
with Flocks and Herds ſerving for Food and Raiment, whoſe 
.chryſtal Streams are fill'd with Finny Inhabitants, and its Woods 
and airy Regions with the Feather'd Ones, fitted to gratify all 
the Senſes with infinite variety of innocent Delight and- Satis- 
faction; the Ear with the ſweet Antiphonies of the little warb- 
ling Choriſters of the Air, the Sight with the embroidery of 
Flowers and various mixtures of Colours, the ſmell with fragrant 
and odoriferous Scents, the Taſte with the grateful: preſents of 
Ceres and Pomona, ſerving for the Support as well as Pleaſure of 
Life: A Country the Excellency of whoſe Conſtitution gives in- 
couragement to induſtry, and the goodneſs of whoſe Laws ſe- 
cures to the People what their Induſtry has acquir d; ſo that it 
is as much the Envy of the World as it is eſteemed the darling 
of Nature. By help of that part of the Mathematicks only, which 
reſpects Navigation, we have been enabled to Plough the Ocean, 
and to tranſport our Manufactures, the native Products of our 
Country, and in return bring back the coſtly Silks and fragrant 
Spices of the Eaſt, and the Silver and Golden Ore of the Weſt, 
making the ſurrounding parts of the Globe pay Tribute to our 
Wealth: By well mann d Fleets render d ſecure at Home, and 
capable to annoy our Enemies or ſuccour our Friends Abroad: 
and were our Ambition equal to our Power, we might hereby 
be enabled to give Laws to the World; but tho our deſigns are 
more Juſt and Generous than to oppreſs others, yet we have 
| 3 Tf. luereby 
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hereby an opportunity of maintaining our Selves in, and en- 
larging our Dominion of the Seas, which has been long our Right 


tc great nor honours too large to be beſtow d upon their Maſters 


and will be our Glory to all Ages: By the help of Coſmography 


we are acquainted with other Countries to which we Traffick 


and Export our Wares: By the help of Grammar we underſtand 
their Languages and converſe freely with the Natives where our _ 


| Correſpondence lies: Nor are our Wars to be managed but by 
the help of Learning; Mathematicks teaches the Soldier to draw- 
his Lines, embattle his Troops, form his Camp, fortify and de- 


tend Towns or attack and Conquer them, a Wiſe Head being as 
neceſſary as a Courageous Heart. Julius Czſar was a Man of. 
Learning, Epaminondas was Educated under Ly/is the Pythagorean, 
of whom he was ſo great an admirer, that he delighted more to 
be retir d with this old Man, tho of a reſervd and ſevere Con- 
verſation, than in the gay Company of his equals; and Xenophon: 


that great Soldier was the Scholar of Socrates and gain'd as much 


credit by his Pen as by his Sword, his pure Strains of Azrick 
Greek procured him the Appellation of Athenian Bee. The Roman 
Empire never appear'd in ſo great a Luſtre, nor arrivd to fo- 
great an height as it did in the Times of the two firſt Ezſars,. 


Julius and Auguſtus, when flouriſh'd Virgil the Prince of Poets, 


Cicero the beſt of Orators, Livy, Varro, and many others, Au- 
thors of Polite Literature. And as the Publick thus proſpers 
where Learning thrives, ſo it is of vaſt concern to each particular 
Perſon that is poſſeſſed of ſuch an ineſtimable Jewel: It inlarges 
and ennobles his Intellectual Faculties, gives him a-ſtrength and 
preſence of Mind above the Vulgar, fits him for Beneficiak En- 

plot ments, renders him univerſally Belov d and Eſteem d, leads 
and conducts him to Dignities and Preferments, attends him with 


folid Pleaſure while he Lives, and Embalms and Immortalizes 


his Name and Memory after Death. Hence ſome of the greateſt | 
and moſt eminent Perſons in the World have thought no favours 


ES I 
and Inſtructors. Alexander profeſſed he ow'd more acknowledg- 


ments to his Preceptor Ariſtotle than to Philip his Father. Mar- 
cas Antoninus the Emperor procured Decrees of the Senate to 


erect Statues for two of his Maſters, Pronto Cornelius and Junius 


Ruſticus, the latter of which he nominated a Second Time Con- 


ul, as he likewiſe conferr d the Honour of a Proconſulſhip upon 


another of his Maſters Julius Proculus, Tantum autem (lays the 


Hiſtorian) Hhonoris Magiſtris ſuis detulit, ut Imagines eorum Aureas- 


in larario haberet, ac Sepulchra eorum aditu, hoſtijs, floribus ſemper 
&« howoraret. Capit. in vita. Trajan heaped many honours upon Plu- 
tarch, and the Emperor Gratian did the like by Auſonius. Learning 
25 one ſays ) is to be Courted either as a Wife or Miſtreſs ; the Poorer 

ort muſt chooſe Sciences as they do their Wives to get a Fortune by 
them, to help them to ſubfiſt and thrive ; the Wealthier ſort and thoſe 


who have moſt leiſure, may chooſe them as they do their Miſtreſſes to 


recreate aud. divert them. 


THESE tho' but few of thoſe. advantages (for much more 
might be ſaid on ſo fruitful a Subject) which Learning bleſſes 
the World: withall, are yet ſufficient to ſhow what Honour 
is due to Sir. Thomas Greſham, who in a Time wherein that 
groſs Ignorance, which had fo long oer-ſpread and darkned the 
European World, occaſion d principally from the Sloth and Stu- 
pidity of ' Papal Bigotry and Superſtition; had but lately given: 
place to the dawning of ſolid Literature, accompanied with the 


l. ght of the true Religion then ariſing in our Horizon, made o 


glo: ious an effort to diſpell the remains of thoſe gloomy Miſts, 
and with fo liberal an Hand made ſuch Proviſion to furniſh this 
City with ſo great a Bleſſing. When the World ſhall underſtand 
What a noble Endowment: he ſetled for ſo good a purpoſe, and 
What unbecoming, not to ſay ingrateful returns ſome have made 
for his Bounty: When it ſhall perceive how long ſo Great, ſo 
Worthy, and ſo Uſeful a Deſign has lain by neglected, flighted: 
and abus d, How will it ſtand amaz'd at the ſight 2. And - whae:; 
| 55 rast 
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a Tranfport of Indignation and Horror muſt it Ofeate in the 
Minds of all the Wileſt and moſt Sober Part of Mankind, who 
have had a true taſte and reliſh of the value and excellency of 
ſuch a Foundation; to ſee it almoſt loſt and buried in Oblivion, 
and to have lain ſo long neglected as to have at this Day ſcarce 
any tootſteps of ſo good a Work remaining? To ſee a once ſtately 
and magnificent, now drooping and decaying Pile, a Monument 
of the great Soul of him that Built it and intended after himſelf 
a Manſion for the Muſes, now almoſt ready to fink into its own- 
Ruins, ſtanding only as it were to ſhow how great his Intentions 
were, and to upbraid the not fulfilling them. And were it not for 
this Fabrick yer ſtanding, and ſome few, very few, ſhort, ſuperficial 
und of late extorted Lectures, there would little remain of this 
Worthy Perſons deſign to be ſeen, but the ſame would be wholly 


fruſtrated, and the large Proviſion he made, thrown. away and 


beſtow'd to no purpoie. To prevent which, how few ſoever 
there are that may appear or think themſelves concern d at pre- 
ſeat, it will appear to all that ſhall ſerioufly weigh and conſider 
it, to be the Intereſt of every individual Citizen not exceptin 
the meaneſt Artificer; but eſpecially thoſe of the higheſt Rank 
and Quality are concerned, as they tender the promoting of 
Virtue and Ingenuity, the ſuppreſſing of Vice and Immorality, 
the increaſe of the Wealth, Honour and Advantage of the whole 
Community, nothing contributing more to the Grandeur and 
Opulence, Strength and Magnificence of a City than the in- 
couraging Publick Schools of good Literature, which is uſually 
.obſerved to attract young Perſons of Quality ſrom the adjacent 
Countries, whoſe Preſence and Reſort tend much to the Benefit 
and Profit of a Place: For this cauſe few eminent Citi ies, much 
leſs a Metropolis as LONDON, are without their Publick A- 
cademies/ inſomuch that there are no leſs than Twenty in Ger- 
many, Twelve in Italy, Sixteen in Spain and its dependent King- 
doms, as many in France, Eight in the Netherlands, Five in Dew: | 
| | mar 
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ga A and Poland, Four in Scotland, tho but Two in Eugland and 
One in Ireland. Athens was famous of old for thoſe Sublime 
Spirits it produced, ſuch as Plato, Ariſtotle, Euclid, Theophraſt us, 
Demoſt henes, Æſchines, Tſocrates, Sophocles, Euripides, Ariſtopha- 
nes and others. Among the modern Cities is reckoned Vienna, 
whoſe Univerſity was Founded by the Empetor Frederict the II. 
to the end he might leave his Son and Succeſſor Conrade, a flou- 
riſhing Empire abounding with Learned Men, that being aſſiſted 
by their Councel his Empire might be invincible. Frantfort, 
Venice, Milan, Turin, Florence, Bologna, Naples, Modena, Toledo, 
Valentia, Sargoſſa, Salamanca, Rhemes, Niſmes, Briancon, in all which 
there are or have been Univerſities. Paris receives no ſmall: 
Luſtre and Improvement from its Academie de Sciences, the Col- 
lege of Sorbon and that of Navarre. Copenhagen the Chief City 
of Denmark, and Edinburgh the Chief City of Scotland have each 
an Univerſity; and to name no more, Dublin was not ſatisfy d 
till the had her Trinity College endowed with the Priviledges of 
an Univerſity, which was Founded in the Reign of Queen Eli. 
_ zabeth at the ſpeciaLinſtance of the Council ot 7reland, of which: 
the Learned Z/her, Arch Biſhop of Armagh and Primate of / 
Ireland, was the firſt Graduate, Fellow and Proctor, and after- 
wards Divinity Profeſſor and Provoſt of the ſame ; at the be- 
ginning of which Foundation, altho' there was but Four Fellows, 
yet Lectures were Read not only Daily, but by every cf them 
thrice a Day, at each of which there was a Diſputation main-- 
tain d either upon the preſent or precedent lectures, and on Sa- 
turdays each Tutor read a Divinity Lecture in Latin. And 
tho Sir Thomas Greſham, did not enjoin ſo ſevere àa Task, as 
ſome will call it, who hink once a Week too great a Burthen : 
for them, yet he appointed at leaſt a Daily Lecture, and doubt- 
leſs they were fo perform'd (it deſir d) in the Times when 
M ootton, Brerewood, Giwin, Bull, Briggs, Gunter, Forfter, Wills, , 
 idwelſworth, Winſton, Taverner, Gellibrand, Wilkinſqn, Greaves, & c. 
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were the Profeſſors at Greſbam- College, as many of their Printed 
Works ſeem to imply and teſtify. But by what means ſoever 
they have been ſince diſus d and laid aſide after a long Interval 
of Publick Cala mities, it is very diſingenuous for any from thence 
to plead Preſcription, and argue for the continuance of the ſame 
Abuſe; as if that which if it was not the infelicity (as is moſt 
likely) muſt be reckon d a reproach to the former Age that 
ſuffer d it, were ſufficient to juſtifie a like neglect of the preſent. 
But becauſe much ot that neglect which has hitherto happen'd is 
in a great meaſure owing to that little knowledge the World has 
had ot the true State of this Matter, theſe Papers may ſerve to 
give ſome light thereinto, by ſetting forth the Matter of Fact, and 
by giving ſome Account of the Worthy Founder of this College, 
the Subſtance of his WILL relating tliereunto and the Proceed- 
ings of ſome Gentlemen in endeavouring to procure. for them- 
ſelves and the reſt of their Fellow-Citizens and others, the Bene- 
fit and Advantage defigned them thereby. | 


TO begin with Sir Thomas Greſham the Founder thereof. To 
Draw the Picture of this Excellent Perſon is a Work that deſerves 
the Skill of the beſt Arciſt; and as Alexander would be Drawn by 
none but Ape/es, nor have any make his Statue but Dipps, 


ſo none but the moſt Poliſh'd Hand ſhould attempt to Draw the 


Lineaments of fo rare a Perſon. All that is here offer d at there- 
fore is only intended as a flight Sketch of what more particulary 
relates to the preſent deſign. „ 


: SIR Thomas Greſham was Born in Norfo/k of Wealthy Parents. 
Whether that Sir Richard Greſham mention'd in Stow to be Lord 
Mayor of London in the Year 1537. was his Father or no, we 
are not certain, but by his mentioning him to have two Sons, 
Sir John Greſham and Sir Thomas Greſham, with other Circum- 
| ſtances, it ſeems very probable, He was bred up a are , 
| | | er- 
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Merchant in Londan, Where GOD fo Bleſſed his Induſtry that 
be became the moſt Wealthy Citizen in England of his Time; 
and having not only a great and plentiful Eſtate, but alſo a 
large and Beneficent Soul, he began to conſider how to diſpoſe 
of his great Eftate for the Benefit of Mankind, eſpecially of his 
Fellow-Citizens and Country-Men : And as a Merchant, find- 
ing the want of a convenient Place for Merchants to meet in, 
he built that famous Burſe in Corubil, called the Royal. Exchange. 
On the 7th of June, 1566. he laid the firſt Stone of its Founda- 
tion, accompanied: with ſome of the Aldermen, every one of 
Wlich laid a. piece of Gold, which the Workmen took up, and 
plied their Work With that diligence, that it was finiſhed in 
November 4567: When Queen Elizabeth cauſed it by a Herald 
and Trumpet to be proclaimed: the Royal Exchange, and the 
fame ſoon appeared to be of great advantage to Merchants, 
-. whoſe Traffick at that time was great, and in thoſe times of 
Peace, their Navigations extended unto the furtheſt and (till 
then) unknown Parts of the World. At that time it was, that 
many famous Sea Captains; as Sir Francis Drate, Sir John 
Hawkins, . Cavendiſh , Forbiſher, and many others, ſignalized 
_ themſelves by ſo many Expeditions and Voyages, to the Ho- 
nour and great Advantages of their Countrey; the Benefits 
whereof, by the Diſcoveries and Acquiſitions: they made, we 
enjoy to this day. By his Will he ordered 100 J. to be expend- 
ed yearly at four ſeveral Dinners for the Company of Mercers, 
in Mercers-hall on every Quarter-day. He built a moſt magni- 
ficent Houle, called Ofterly Houſe in the County of Mzddleſex, 
wherein he ſumptuouſly entertained Queen E/izabeth. He 
died the 21ſt of November 1579, and lies buried under a large, 
ſtately Monument, which, he prepared in his liſe-time, in the 
Pariſn Church of Great St. Hellens, London. F 
This worthy Perſon, beſides the great affection he ſhewed _ - 
to his Country and this City 9 by the aforeſaid c” 
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Proviſion: of a. convenient place for the promoting of 'Traffick 
diſcovered alſo his Wiſdom and the great Endowments: of his 
own Mind, by that prudent Care and Proviſion he made to 
advance the Riches of the Mind in others, he confidered with 
Sͤolomon, That the Merchandize of Wiſdom is better than the Meer- 
| chandize of Silver, and the Gain thereof than fine Cold; She is more 
If precious than Rubies,and all that can be defired are not to le compared 
i , - unto her; Her Fruit is better thau Gold, yea, than fine Gold, and 
ber Revenue than choice Silver. Knowledge being the principal 
thing, lie ſeemed chiefly to aim at the acquiſition thereof, and Z 29 
to exhort others with all their gettings-to get Underſtanding ?. 
Exaſt her, and ſhe ſhall promote thee, © ſhall bring thee to honour 
if thou doſt embrace ber, ſbe ſhall give to thine Head an Ornament. - 
of Grace,' a Crown of Glory ſhall ſhe delivet to thee. And there-. 
fore his care was no leſs for the propagating of Arts and Scien-  - 
ces, than for the enriching of his Country by Trade; this wilF 
moſt evidently appear by the proviſion he made for a. conſtant 
and daily reading of Lectures of Divinity, Aſtronomy, Mu- 
fick; Geography, Law, Phyſick and Rhetorick, appointing, 1 
as may» be reaſonably conjectured theſe ſeven for the ſeven: 2 
ſeveral days of the Week, each of them in their courſe and | 
turn; for the better manifeſtation whereof, take his own: © 
Words as the ſame are verbatim contained in his Will, vz. 7” - 
- Will and Diſpoſe, that after ſuch time as the one Moiety of the ſaid 
Royal Exchange, and other. Premiſes e to the intent aul 
meaning of theſe- Preſents, ſhall come to the ſaid Mayor and Cor po- 
ration of the ſaid. City (ef London): aud from thence ſo long as: 
' they and their Succeſſors ſhall by any means or title, bave, hold," or 
enjoy the ſame, they and their Succeſſor s every year ball give and 
diſtribute to, aud for the ſuſtertation and maintainauce, and finding 
four Perſons from time to time to le choſen and nominated, and ap- 
pointed by the ſaid Mayor and Commoralty, and Citizens, and i heir 


| _Kcceſſors,, Meet te read the Lectures of Divinity, Aſtronomy, Au- 5 
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ck, and Geometry within mine own dwelling Houſe in the Pariſh 
e St. Hellens in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, and in St. Peters the Poor in 5 
he City of London, be Moiety whereof hereafter in this my laſt 
Mill is by ne limited and diſpoſed unto the ſaid Mayor and Com- 
monalty and Citizens of the ſaid: City, the-Sum of 200 1. of lawful 
"Money of England, in manner and form following, viz. to every. of 
the ſaid Readers for the time being, the Sum of 501. of: lawful 
Money of England, yearly for - their Salaries and Stipends, meet 
For four ſufficiently learned to read the ſaid Lectures, the ſame Sti- 
penis and Salaries, and every of them to be paid at two uſual Terms 
an the year, yearly; that is to ſay, at the Feaſt of the Annunciation 
of St. Mary the Virgin, and St. Michael the Arch- Angel, by even 
'- Portions to be paid. Aud a concerning the. other Mojety before ie 
| this my preſeni la Mil, diſpoſed to the ſaid"Wardens aud Com- 
monalty of the Corporation'of the Mercers, I Will aud Diſpoſe, that 
after fuch time as the ſame Moiety, according ro the intent aul, 
iunxaniꝛng of theſe Preſents, ſhall come to the ſaid Wardens and Cor= . © 
a poration of the Mercers, and from thenceforth ſo long, as they, or 
their Succeſſors ſhall by any means or title have, hold and enjoy the 
Same, that they and their Succeſſors every year yearly, ſhall give 
and pay, and diſtribute to, and for the finding Suſtentation and 
Maintainance of three Perſons, by them the ſard Wardens and Com- 
monalty, and their Succeſſors from time to time, to be choſen and 
appointed meet to read the Lectures of Law, Phyfick, and Rheto» 
\ rick within mine own dwelling Hauſe, in the Pariſh of St. Hellens 
in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, and Sz. Peters the Poor in the faid City of 
London, the Moiety whereof hereafter in this my preſent laſt Will, 
B y me appointed and diſpoſed to the ſaid Corporation of the Mer- 
| cers, the Sum of 150 1. of lawful Money of England, in manner and 
from following, Viz. to every of the ſaid Readers for the time lein. 
the Sum of 50 I. yearly for their Salaries and Stipends meet for 
three ſuſiciently learned to read the ſaid Lectures, at two uſual 
Terms in the year; that is to Jan at the Feaſt of the Annunciation 
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of the Bleſſed V 94 Mary, and of St. Michael the Arch- Angel, By 

even Portions to be paid. And my Will, Intent and Meaning , 

thut the ſaid Mayor and Commonalty and Citizens, and their Suc- 
cefſors, and that the faid Wardens ana Commonalty of the Mexcers 
and their Succeſſors, after ſuch time as the ſaid. Manfion Houſe, 
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Garden, and other the Appurtenances, ſhall by Vertue of theſe Pre- 
| ſents come unto them, and from thenceforth ſo long as 2 aud their 


; | LVSGrlrcceſſors, or any of them ſhall have, hold, or 22 the ſame by any : 
# title or means, ſhall permit and ſuffer ſeuen Perſons by them from 

1 | 8 times to time, to be elected and appointed in manner and form a- 

q | _ foreſaid, meet and ſufficiently learned to read the ſaid ſeven Left- 

= ures, to have the Occupation of all my ſaid Manſion Houſe, Gardens, 
23nd of all other the Appurtenances for them, and every of them, 


there to- inhabit, ſtudy, and daily to read the ſaid ſeveral Lecturer. 
And my Will is, That none ſhall be choſen to read any of the ſaid. 
Lectures ſo long as he ſhall be married, nor be ſuffered to read any 
of the ſaid Leflures after that he ſhall be married, neither ſhall re- 
ceive any Fee or Stipend appointed for the reading of the ſaid Lect- 
 wres. And further to ſhew what a mighty Concern he had a- 
bout theſe Lectures, he has. theſe moſt pathetick and empha- 
tical Expreſſions in another Clauſe in the ſaid Will relating to 
the aforeſaid Lectures. 1 


AND that (te wit, the obtaining or procuring Licenſe 
| for reading the ſaid Lectures) I do require and charge the 
= * ſajd Corporations, and chief Governours thereof, with cir- . 
| _ © cumſpett Diligence, and without long delay to procure, and 
* ſee to be done and obtained, as they will anſwer the ſame be- 
© fore Almighty God : For if they, or any of them, ſhould 
neglect the obtaining of ſuch. Licenſe. or Warrant; (which. I 
< truſt cannot be difficult, nor ſo chargeable, but that the o- 
verplus of my Rents and Profits of the Premiſes herein before 
to them diſpoſed, will ſoon. recompence the fame, becaufe 
| 55 | | 5 ; * "el 
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0 to fo 7 Purpoſe in the Common-wealth, 10 Prince nor 
Council in any Age will deny or defeat the fame. And if 
«© conveniently by my Will or other Conveyance, I might aſ- 
< ſure it, I would not leave it to be done after my Death) 
© Then the ſame ſhall revert to my $6 Heirs, whereas I do 
© mean the ſame tothe Common-weal ; And then the Default 
© thereof ſhall be to the reproach and condemnation. of the ſaid 


% 


© Corporations afore God. 
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It was ſome time after his Death, before his Eflate came in- 
to the Poſſeſſion of the City and Corporation of Mercers, name- 
ly not till after the Death of his Lady, who ſurvived him ſe- 
verał years, and had the poſſeſſion thereof, or of a conſidera- 
ble part thereof for her life; but after her deceaſe, which was . 
in the year 1596. when the ſaid Corporations had acquired 
the poſſeſſion of it, thoſe who had the management thereof, did | 
not only appoint ſeven Profeſſors to read the ſaid Lectures ac- 
cording to the aforeſaid Will, but in further proſecution, as is 
preſumed, of the excellent deſign of the Doner, and as a Ser- 
vice they might juſtly expect for their own ſake, from the Pro- 
feſſors on whom they conferred ſo eminent a favour, of electing 
them into ſo beneficial and advantageous an Imploiment ; the 
then Truſtees, that is to ſay, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the City of London, and the Corporation of 
Mercers, did by a ſubſequent Agreement or Compact, made 
with the Profeſſors then choſen in, oblige them (over and a- 
bove what the Will obliged them) to the performance of an 
extraordinary Service of reading twice a day, during the four 
| ſeveral Terms. in the year, beginning on the Monday before, 
each Term, to the end thereof, in the Mornings in Latin, in- 
the Afternoons in Engliſh : And the faid Corporations had the: 
Opinion of Counſel learned in the Law thereupon ; That ur 
_ caſe the Profeſſors ſhould thereafter. refuſe or not . 
e id. 
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faid extraordinary Service, and ſhould challenge the Stipends 
given them by the Will, upon a bare performance of daily 
reading, the ſaid Corporations might for ſuch their willful o- 
miſſion or reſuſal lawfully withhold their Salary. There are, 


as is ſuppoſed, other things contained in the faid Agreement 

and Opinion of Counſel learned in the Law, the fame not be- 
ing pretended to be exactly recited here, becauſe they being in 
the poſſeſſion of the Mercers Company, are by the Clerk of 
the ſaid Company, for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, kept a 


Secret, not to be divulged to the Gentlemen, that have of late 
endeavoured to obtain the revival of theſe Lectures, and the 
due performance of them according to the ſaid Will and the 


aforeſaid Agreement, and if their be any error or miſtake in 


the foregoing Recital, it is owing to the forementioned cauti- 
on and unwillingneſs of the aforeſaid Perſon to have the ſame 


divulged, and his eivility to the publick in this affair. 


But notwithſtanding the Proviſion that Sir 75h. Greſham had | 


8 made, and the care of his Truſtees for the further promotin 


thereof; It muſt be owned with regret, that partly thro the 


-- » negligence or groſs ignorance of the times paſt, partly thro 
the Calamities of inteſtine Wars, Plague, Fire, and other Ac- © 


cidents both publick and private, that diverted the Minds of 
Men to other more preſſing Circumſtances, it is difficult, if 


not impoſſible to aſſign a time, or poſitively to aſſert when 

they were read conſtantly and daily, according to the expreſs 
Tenor and Words of the ſaid Will; but whatever has been the 
_ omiſſion of the paſt Ages, or however their ignorance” might 


make them undervalue that which ſhould have been its Cure, 


it is ſufficient for the preſent, and will be ſo to all future Ages; 


that it ought to have been otherwiſe, and ſince now it plainly 
appears to be the deſign of Sir Tho. Greſham's Will,” that the 


ſaid Lectures ſhould be daily read, no pretence of Cuſtom, or 


any other pretehce whatſoever, can or ought to NE the 
188 l 
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force thereof, but it muſt appear to all to be the manifeſt duty. | 
of the Truſtees to enjoyn, and of the Profeſſors to perform the 


ſame ent. 


But tho theſe Lectures might have been wholly diſuſed du- 
ring thoſe calamitous Seaſons, and ſince thoſe times very few, 


if any till of late have been read upon the account of Sir Tho. 
Ereſbam s Foundation; yet ſince the Happy Reſtauration of 
King Charles the II. it muſt be acknowledged to the Honour 
of the Royal Society, that Greſbam College has not been alto- 


gether barren and unfruirful ; but as that Illuſtrious Body hass 


been the main, if not only oceaſion that this Colledge has not 
by this time loſt its name, ſo the Lectures that were at any 


time read there, were chiefly, if not wholly for their account, 
and upon another Foundation: But in the mean time, Sir 7ho. 


. Greſham's large Endowment, and which he intended for a more 


extenſive purpoſe, and. for the benefit of as many as were will- 


ing to partake thereof, had no effect but was given and diſtri- 


buted to thoſe who have done little or no Service, as they ought- . 


to the publick upon his account; for the better Illuſtration 


. whereof, it may not be improper to give ſome account in this 


place. In the year 1660. that Moſt Illuſtrious Body the Roy 
al Society was Founded, who had their uſual Meetings at Gre- 
fham College, where taking notice of the. eminent Qualificati- 


ons of Dr. Robert Hoke Profeſſor of Geometry in this College, 


eſpecially for his extraordinary Genius and Propenſity to me-- 
ehanick Performance and Experiments they entertain'd him in. 
their Service as Curator, Wo was to furniſh them every day 
with fome conſiderable Experiment or other, his Performances. 
| were not unanſwerable to their Expectations, furniſhing: there: 
with many nice and curious Obſervations, ſuch were his Expe-- 
riments to explicate the nature and quality of the Air, as to its 


Gravitation, different Effects when rarified, condenſed and na- 


tural with its uſe as to the life of Animals, maintaining a lucidi 


5 appointment upon many weighty Subjects, with good Order, 


| Foundation only, and called his Cutlerian Lectures, but had 


whim, which made him willing to ſpare his pains in theſe 


Y 


Flame, or cauſing the diſſolution of Bodies by Fire, his Obſer- 
vations concerning the force and velocity of Bodies, the nature 
and uſe of Pendulums, Barometers, Hy groſcopes, Thermome- 


grinding and poliſhing of optick Glaſſes, with many more Ex- 


His Talent in this manner, incouraged Sir Fohn Cutler, in the 
. Year 1664, to found a Mechanick Lecture; and the Duke of 
_ Norfolk in the Year 1678. to give the Arundelian Library to 


nual Stipend upon him of 50 J. e Jr entruſting the 
was made a ſettled Curator of Experiments for life; and theſe 


Natural Philoſophy, and the method of improving it, and how + 
its Defects may be ſupplied, his Lectures of Light, Comets, 


after, or demand them; ſo that the ſame proceeded not from 
any inability or unwillingneſs, or that they were not his duty 
to perform them, but becauſe he had other Imploiments to 
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ters, Inſtruments to meaſure Time exactly by, a new method for 


periments, Schemes of new Inſtruments and Inventions, very 
conſiderable for the advancement of Learning. His improving 


the Society, which was carried to Greſbam College: And Sir 
Fohn Cutler for the maintaining the ſaid Lecture, ſettled an an- 


Preſident, Councel and Fellows of the Society to direct and ap- 
point the Subjec and Number of his Lectures: Whereupon he 


Lectures were very frequently read to the faid Society by their 
Method, and Applauſe, as may appear by many of them now 
extant in Print; ſuch as his Diſcourſes of the preſent State of 


Earthquales, concerning Navigation and Aſtronomy : All 
which, with many more beſides what he had formerly publiſh- 
ed in his Micographia, were read on account of Sir John Catler's 


no relation to Sir Tho. Greſham's Foundation, which lay by neg- 
lected, as well they might, when no one took notice to enquire 


take up his time, that were no leſs gainful and advantageous 


where 
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the neglect he perceived hereof, made him abandon that great 
Project he ſometimes declared he had of diſpoſing the moſt part 
of his Eſtate (which he had by his Imploiments acquired, and 
was very conſiderable) for the advancement of natural Know- 
_ ledge, by building an handſome Fabrick, with neceſſary Conve- 
niencies for Experiments and for Founding a perpetual Phyſico- - 
mechanick Lecture. I is indeed (as the ingenious Mr Waler, 
ſometimes Secretary to the Society, ſays in his life prefixed to 
his poſthumous Works) Bur a melancholy reflection, that while ſo 
many rich and great Men leave conſiderable Sums for founding Hoſ<- 
. Pitals, and the like pious Uſes, few fince Sir Tho. Greſham fhould 
4b any thing of this kind for the promoting of Learning, which no 
doubt would be as much for the good of the Nation ard glory of Gotl, 


little good Effect that has hitherto appeared of Sir 7ho Greſham's 
Inſtitution, as it might be the reaſon of diſcouraging this Gen- 
tleman from ſuch a deſign, ſo it has undoubredly prevented 
many others of great Eſtates from having any thoughts of the 
. ſame Nature, but to apply their Wealth te other Flaces and 
Purpoſes : Of which, among many Inſtances that might be 
given, there is one now-freſh in memory of a worthy Gentle. 
men devoted to do good, whole great reſpect for this City, in- 
elined him to do the Perſons that have endeavoured the reſto- 
ring theſe Lectures, the honour of appearing amongſt them, 
that has beſtowed in another place about 10000 4. upon a cha- 
ritable Foundation, which he might otherwiſe have done here: 
So that by ſuch neglects this City has ſuffered great prejudice, 
it being obſerved to have had few or no Benefactors to it of 
late, in compariſon to what former Ages produced. - - 
The reſtoring therefore of theſe Lectures, being of ſo great 
an Import, it now remains to give ſome: account how it hath 
pleaſed God to put it into the hearts of ſeveral 3 Gen- 
„ ns 0 | tiemen 


Where he found it not required. But it is not unlikely, that : 


RS]. © 
temen, Citizens and others, in this preſent Age (which hat li 
_ eminently abounded with Perſons of publick Spirits, who have 
ſignalized themſelves in contriving and promoting Works of 
publick Uſe and Benefit) and to ſtir up in their Minds an ear- 
neſt and laudable Curioſity, of inquiring into ſuch Arts and Sci- 
ences, as might render them more accompliſhed in their Pro-. 
feſſions, uſeful and beneficial to themſelves and others in their 
ſeveral Stations; who being Perſons of ſober and induſtrious - 
Inclinations, were willing to imploy their:vacant hours, in ſuch 
Exerciſes as they eſteemed moſt proper and conducive to this 
their Purpoſe, and not without reaſon, apprehending that Gre- 
= ſbam Coltege, and the Lectures which they had heard, ought to 
9 be read there, were fitly adapted to promote this Deſign of 
1 _ theirs, they applied themſelves for the obtaining the fame if 
=_ poſſible; which they had no ſooner begun-to enter upon, but 
= - they found ſuch a melancholly appearance of Decay and Ruine 
; on the place, and met. with ſuch Oppoſition and Diſappoint- 
ments, from thoſe who were to reſide there, and read them, 
=_ that were enough to diſcourage them from expecting any Be- 
=_—  nefit thereby, or making any more Attempts about them; for 
3 when ſeveral of them met together for that. purpoſe at the Col. 
lege, ber frequently found themſelves diſappointed by the 
Profeflors, upon the moſt frivolous and trifling Excuſes ima- 
ginable, and ſometimes rudely, and with great incivility treat- 
ed, eſpecially by ene of them with that aſſuming Air, and 
haughty Inſolence that has made him contemptible in the Eyes 
of Men of Judgement and Sobriety, who know that a ſuperficial 
Learning and a conceitedneſs of Knowledge, makes Men proud 
and preſumptuous, when a greater degree thereof tends to ren- 
der them humble, benign, and debor air. And tho the reſt of 
them, or. the greateſt part of them e pear to be Gentlemen of 
Cwility, Ingenuity. and Candour; yet they ſeemed to difco-. 
uex an unwillingneſs and. reluctancy to perform ſo _ a ; 
| h -_ | Work, 


„ 


Work, becauſe it required ſome pains and attendance, and were 


fo far from the ambition of being crowded with Auditors, that 
they ſeemed rather to deſire to have none at all: For tho they 
could not altogether difown their Obligation, to read the a- 
foreſaid Lectures (without which acknowledgment they could 
not be entitled to their Salaries) yet they pretended (without 
the leaſt Shadew of Authority) to confine themſelves to do it 
only in the Terms, and at thoſe times, to render them more 

inſignificant, they retrenched the firſt and laſt Weeks of every 
Term intire, unleſs (as they ſaid) the Term began and ended 
the ſame day with the Week, which was a caſe that would ſel- 


dom or never happen, and not content herewith, they exempt- 
ed themſelves further from this duty every Holiday that hap- 


pened in each Term, refuſing to read on ſuch a day, even tho 
it were Divinity, by this means they reduced it to what was 


next to nothing, and together with the affronts of ſome, on 


thoſe that come to demand their Lectures, the uncertainty of 
the days, and times when they were to be read, the meanneſs 
and indifferency of ſome of them when they did read, being of- 


ten without method, deſign, or regular handling'a Subject, not 


confining themſelves to their own proper Province, but paſſing 
in a deſultory manner from one Subject to another, without 


that Order and Connexion as might have been wiſhed, and 


which would have rendred their Lectures both more accepta- 


ble and beneficial:- They ſo far diſcourag d aud baulk'd the 


Expectatien of the Auditory, that they had almoſt gained 
their Point, and were very near being abandoned (as they de- 
_ _ fired) to their former eaſe and uſeleſſneſs; and this had cer- 

tainly happened (as heretofore upon the like Attempt, which 


was an Incouragement to the Profeſſors, to proceed in the 


ſame Method again) had it not been, that ſome of the aforeſaid 
Gentlemen, more reſolute than others, beholding with indig- 


nation the aforeſaid odd Behaviour, took the pains to cnquire 


D 2 into 
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into the Foundation of theſe Lectures, and what was left for 
their Support and Maintainance: Upon ſearch it oceurred to 
them, that the Noble Founder, had like a great and generous 


Soul aſſigned. for this end very liberal and ſufficient Stipends, 


no leſs than 350 I per Ann with a large and once ſtately Manſi- 
on, computed as it now is, to be worth at leaſt as much more 
yearly. They could not imagine or conceive, but theſe large En- 
dow ments were given for ſome better End and Purpoſe than what 


they ſaw: whereupon enquiring further into the Donation it ſelf, 


they found that Sir Tho. Greſham the Founder, had by expreſs 
Words, ordered and appointed the ſaid Lectures, that is, at leaſt 


one of them, to be read daily, or every day without any o- 
ther limitation or reſtriction whatſoever, as appears by the 


afore recited Clauſe of his Will relating thereunto. Whereup- 
on finding the Profeſſors ſo egregiouſſy failing in their Duty, 


chuſing rather to become obnoxious to the harſheſt, and moſt 
ſevere Cenſure, that this demeanour might fix upon them, - 


than to forego an Eaſe which they had been fo long accuſto- 
med to. The aforeſaid Gentlemen, did in the Year 1706. by 
their humble Petition to Sir Tho. Rawlinſon, then Lord Mayor, 

the Chair Man, and the reſt of the Honourable. Committee 
for managing the Affairs of Greſham College, pray that the ſaid 
Grievance might be redreſſed, the Will put in execution; and 
the Original Inſtitution revived and reſtored : Which Petition, 


reſpecting a Matter, wherein they conceived the Honour and 


Welfare- of this renowned: City was nearly concerned, they 
judged proper to be laid before the Right Honourable the Lord” 


Mayor and Court of Aldermen; for their Concurrence- and 
Approval. And agreeable to their expectation, the ſame was. 
by that Honourable Court moſt readily approved of, and re- 


commended to the Committee, to whom it. was directed by 
an Order, bearing date the zoth. of April 1706. Which Order 
is.as.foloweth:. Ki 8 5 

1 OY Rawlinſon: 


L 21 11 
Ra aſon Mayor. - 


Martis 3o dic Aprilis 1706. Annoq; Regni 
Reginæ ANNE, Angliz, Gc. Quinto. 


Petition of divers Citizens and others, being 
7 * nom laid before this Court, purporting, That 
they had attended the Lectures, Founded by Sir Tho. 
| Greſham, at Greſham College, which were deviſed 
by his Will, to be read every Day in the Week, for the 
inſtruction of Youth and others of this City in aſe ful 
Hnowledge : But the preſent Profeſſors read only in . 
erm time, and then at ſuch uncertain Hours, That: 


' thoſe who: would attend, are prevented thereby, and. 


praying that certain Hours may be fixed for ſuch Lect. 
ures, that they may know when to be preſent at the 
id C ollege for the Ends aforeſaid; which ſaid Peti-- 
tion was directed to the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, and others the Committees for managing the 
Affairs relating to the ſaid College. This Court deth- 
deſire the Lord Mayor to Summon the ſaid Committee 
to meet in Order, to conſider of, and examine the ſaid * 
Petition; Whether by the Will of the ſaid Founder, the- 
Fatt be rightly flated, and do thereupon recommend it- 
to the ſaid Committee, io give ſuch redreſs in the Pre 
miſes as may ſeem to them juſt, according to the Tenor, 
and true Intent and . of the ſaid il. 


Gibſon... 


—— — 
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The next ſtep the ſaid Gentlemen took, was to make a true 
and unbiaſſed Repreſentation of the caſe to be offered to the 
conſideration of the reſpective Members of the ſaid Commit- 
tee, which they did by a printed Paper, ſetting forth the great 
Deſigns, that Sir Tho. Greſham might reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 
have had, in inſtituting ſuch daily Lectures, and the Advantages 
that might thereby accrue to this City, and preſented the ſaid 
printed Repreſentation to the . 25 Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
the Aldermen, and to èach and every of the Members of the 
ſaid Committee, A true Copy whereof is as followeth 


I Repreſentation of the CAS E of Greſham Col- 
lege, relating to the LECTURES there. 


A there is nothing conduces more to the Aggrandizing of 
any Nation or City, than to procure the flouriſhing of 
Arts and Sciences therein; ſo whoever conſiders thoſe Two 
Noble Foundations, the Royal Exchange and Greſham College; 
the one deſign d for the Convenience and Increaſe of Traffick, 
the other for improving of Ingenuity and good Literature, 
muſt needs acknowledge, That the Noble Founder of both 
(Sir Tho. Greſham) had a peculiar Regard and Affection for this 
OO GG, rr „ 5 
-- His Generous and Noble Soul, not only inſpired him with 
earneſt Deſires of promoting the Wealth and Happinefs thereof, 
but his Wiſdom inſtructed himin the right Method of doing it ; 
and his Goodneſs prompted him to make his Deſires effectual, 
by giving away ſo large a Treaſure, upon no leſs a Deſign than 


to enrich the Minds, and advance the Eſtates of its Inhabitants. 


And as it is ſufficiently known, what. influence the former has 
50 the Trade and Wealth of this Kingdom; ſo no doubt, the 
latter might in ſome proportion contribute to the further Ho- 


* 


nour 


„„ 5 
nour and Advantage thereof, if it were made (as the Noble 
Founder ſeemed to have deſign d it) a Nurſery of Arts and 
Sciences, for repleniſhing the Minds of all that were curious 
and inquiſitive with uſeful Knowledge. And altho the Roa! 
Society therein reſiding, have contributed very much by their 
learned Labours and Diſcoveries, to the Benefit of Mankind; 
Yet being as it were confin d to a narrow. compals, and chiefly 
ſuited to thoſe of a Superior Claſ. (Spirits of the moſt exalt- 
ed Nature) and ſo not ſo well adapted to thoſe of a lower 
Orb, whoſe Capacities cannot ſuddenly attain to Speculations 
of ſo ſublime and abſtruſe a Nature, as thoſe wherein they are 
converſant ; yet doubtleſs, this excellent Perſon's Deſign was, 
That Learning and Ingenuity ſhould be propagated in a more 
_ diffuſive- Manner, and ſo as it might be inſinuated into the 
meaneſt Capacity, who by a frequent Attendance and Appli- 
cation, might inſenſibly inbibe thoſe Principles of good Litera- 
ture, which none but the moſt refin'd Spirits could attain to of 
a ſudden. „„ 135 | 
And doubtleſs, he foreſaw that this would not only tend to 
the enlarging the Capacities, . and refining the Intellectuals, but. 


to the reforming the Manners of the Age; not only by pre- 


venting many of thoſe Occaſions. wherein. Vice and Immora- 


lity offer their Temptations, when Youth have preſented to 


them Matters more worthy to employ beth their Thoughts and 
Time about; but by being a Means to eradicate vicious Ha- 
bits, and to implant the Seeds of Vertue, and of ſtirring up in 
the Minds of generous and worthy Spirits, a noble Emulation 
of excelling one another in all Things that are ingenious and 
praiſe worthy, which would in time repreſent, Virtue to them- 
to be ſo amiable, that whatſoever is baſe and immoral, would. 


be infinitely ſcandalous and abhorred: And thus Youth. might; 


be fitted to be uſeful Members of the Common-wealth,. and 
being Ornaments of theix.Country, might be capable of ſer— 


_ TJ _.-. 
ving it in the beſt Employment, both of Charch- and State 
And it is not unlikely, but this excellent Perſon might have 
this further View and Intention in it, That as this City has a 
conſtant Reſort of Forreigners' from all, or moſt Parts of the 
Civilizd World, fome whereof come hither only for the fake 
of Traffick, others (and thoſe commonly of the beſt Quality - 
and Eſtate) reſort to it out of Curioſity : So it might be ren- 
der d more famous and conſpicuous by the Multitude of inge- 
nious Spirits that might be bred up in it, which would occaſi- 
on a greater Reſort, and much contribute to the increaſe of its 
Wealth, by attracting Strangers, and inducing them to ſpend 
their Eſtates among us. „„ 5 
For theſe, and other the like good Purpoſes, hie appointed to 
be read Daily, Lectures of Divinity, Aſtronomy , Muſick, Geo- 
metry, Law, Phyfick, and Rhethorick ; as may appear by the 
following Specimen of his laſt Will and Teſtament, which bears 
date July 4. 1575. Wherein, among other Things, he appoint- 
ed, That Seven Perſons ſhould be nominated and choſen; Four 
&« of them by the Mayor and Commonalty of the City of London, 
* and Three by the Wardens and Corporation of Mercers, Meet, 
© and Suffciently Learned, to read the aforeſaid Lectures; And 


— por their Encouragement, and more eaſie Performance of this 


Service, ( He appointed beſides the yearly Salary of 501. to each 
« Profeſſor, that they ſhould have the Poſſeſſion of his then Manfron-. 
„ Flouſe, Garden, and Appurtenances, there to inhabit, ſtudy , 
© and daily to read the ſaid ſeveral Lectures. And that it was 
his Intent, that theſe Lectures ſhould be thus daily read (and 
not as the Modern Practice has for ſome time been) appears 
not only from his fo 1 them the Occupation of his 
Manſion-Houſe, that they might co- habit together, be aſſiſt- 
ing to each other, and not be diverted from this Service for 
want of convenient Reſidence, but in that he took care leaſt 
they ſhould be interrupted or hindered by other Aﬀocations, 


5 EI a 

ſuch as commonly attend a married State; and therefore fur» 
ther provided by his ſaid Will, That un Married Perſon ſhould 
* be admitted a Profeſſor, nor any Profeſſor be ſuffer d after he ſhould 
&« .be Married to read, or to receive any Fee or Stipend for the 
n). = 2 | 7 | 3 
IT he Matter of Fact appearing, as it is thus ſtated, it would 

be highly Diſingenious if any of the Profeſſors, who receive 
the Benefit of his Liberality, ſhould appear to juſtifie, or inſiſt 
upon a, Practiee ſo different as the Modern appears to be, from 
its firſt Deſign · and Inſtitution. It is rather to be hop'd, ſuch 

learned and ingenious Gentlemen as the preſent Profeſſors ſeem 
to be, will not be guilty of ſo intollerable an Affront to the 
Memory of their Benefactor, as to think he intended ſuch 

large Endowments ſhould be diſtributed to Perſons that had no 
need thereof, for no good End or Purpoſe at all: Or, as if he 
had no other Deſign in making ſuch liberat Proviſion, for them, 
ſave only Oſtentation and Vanity; a Suggeſtion moſt unwore 
thy, and above all others to be abhor d by them. 
And therefore as the preſent Profeſſors are Gentlemen of too 


"Jt much Learning and clear ſightedneſs, not to diſcern this to be 


the Conſequence, and would not in the like Caſe be impoſed 
upon thetnſelves, ſo tis hop'd they will not go about to impoſe 
upon others, or decline the Performance of a Duty ſo manifeſt᷑- 
ly incumbent upon them; nor to take any Advantages, that 
either the Iniquity or Infelicity of the Times have accidentally 
put into their Hands, to defeat and fruſtrate the Pious and No- 
ble Deſign of this incomparable Perſon. It is no great matter 
of Admiration, if during the time of ourinteſtine Broils, when 
the ſhrill Voice of the Trumpet had ſilenc d all ſofter Strains, 
and frighted the Muſes from their Habitations; or it aſter that, 
before theſe Wounds were well healed, when, by a waſting Pe- 
ſtilence, and diſmal Fire, this City was deſpoiled of its Intabi- 
tants, and it {elf afterwards buried under its own Ruins. If 
„ 1 N during 
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during theſe, or the greateſt part of theſe Calamities, the Ori- 
gina Inſtitution and Cuſtom of daily reading ſhould be inter- 
rupted, Lroken off and diſcontinued : Or, if after a Tra& of 
50 Years ſuch Diſcontinuance ſo occaſion'd, the ſuceeeding 
Generation ſhould have ſo far forgotten, or teen ignorant of 


it, as to ſuffer if todwindle into ſo narrow a compaſs, as ſeems 


only to be a complemental Formality, to ſnew by what Te- 
nure the Profeſſors hold their Stipends. But it ſeems unrea- 
fonal:le from hence to plead Preſcription ; and tho it was but 
juſt and warrantable for. the Profeſſors, during thoſe unhappy 
Times, to omit it wholly, or in part, when few or-none at- 
tended, yet (ſince now, there are many Gentlem en, who are 
carneſtly deſirous to reap the Benefit of the ſaid Lectures, and 
would diligently attend, if they ſaw them once reſtored to their 
Primitive Inſtitution) it is to be hoped, they will now chear- 
fully undertake this Task, and lay aſide all Pretences to a new 
method, which ſome have framed, with ſuch Diſftinctions of 


Times when they ought, and when not to read, as ſeems to 


have no other Foundation: than their own. aſlerting the ſame. 
For by what Means, or. by what Authority have their Times 
of reading been limited to the Terms only? Or in the Term, 

how came they to be diſpenſed from reading upon ſome certain 
Days which they aſſign? Or, (which ſeems moſt unaccounta- 

ble) for what reaſon they ae diſpens'd (as ſome have pretend- 
ed) from reading any day of the firſt or laſt Week of the Term, 
unleſs the Term begins and ends the ſame day with the Week ? 
Theſe ſcem to be ſuch groundleſs Innovations, and ſo foreign 

from the Founders Deſign, that it may prove a harder Task to 
produce a Warrant for, than any thing that theſe Gentlemen 
are required to do. And if things ſhould ſo continue, it would 

render the Work ſo uſeleſs and infignificant, and ſo diſcourag- 

ing far any to attend, that the Profeſſors might as well ſpare 

their Labours altogether, and it would be beiter for the 7 


lick, if their Stipends were converted to other Uſes, which 
would be no greater Violation of, or H berrat ion from the Let- 
ter of the Donor's Will, than this Practice is in the caſe fore- 
mentioned: And if they are not willing any Deviation ſhould 
be made there-from, to their prejudice, fo they ſhould not 
permit it in themſelves, to the prejudice of others. 


But the whole Matter being by ſeveral Gentlemen, in their 
own, and in the Names of many others, now laid before the 
Right Honourable- the Lord Mayor, and the Honourable the 


Committee, for managing the Affairs of the {aid College, who 
are the proper Perſons to infpect-into this Matter, and redreſs 
all Grievances thereabouts :>It is hoped, That upon this their 
humble Application, his Lordſhip and the reſt concerned, will 


retrieve the Honour of this worthy Citizen, and revive ard 


reſtore the Original Cuftom and Inſtitution: of theſe Lectures, 
by commanding and emoining the Profeſſors to read them 
daily, according to his Will, in ſuch manner as to their great 
Wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet; and as Perſons who have been al- 
ways ready to promote the Honour of this Renowned City, 


whereof they are Patrons and Governours, and herein they 


will have the Suffrages and Prayers of all good Men of the 
preſent Age, and erect to themſelves a laſting Monument, 
more durable than Braſs or Marble, in the Breaſts of all Po- 
ſterity. 5 IE 32232: 9 TS MBS / i rn 


THIS Repreſentation with Copy of their Petition, was by 
the ſaid Gentlemen ſhęwn and preſented, befides the foregoing 
Perſons, to ſeveral other Eminent and Worthy Citizens, Members 
of Parliament and others of the beft Rank and Quality, who 
all in general teſtified their Approbation of the ſaid Petition, 
and its defign: And tho the ſaſd Gentlemen were ſtraitned for 


time, yet in two or three hours time, the day before that on 


which the Committee were appointed to meet, they obtained 
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a further Recommendation of what they were to attend about, 
Sign d by ſeveral of known Worth and Eminence, and as many 
of them as they had-opportunity in ſo ſhort. a ſpace to repair to, 
to procure it. Which Approbation is as followeth : Y;zz 


7E whoſe Names are under-written, having. pernſed a Peti- 

tion of divers Gentlemen, concerning the Lectures at Gre- 

ſham College, anda Repreſentation thereupon, do conceive, that 
not hing leſs: than the conſtant and daily. Performance. of them, can 
be of any Benefit or Advantage, which otherwiſe might be very con- 
ſlcderable to Perſons of all Orders and Degrees Aud We do hereby 
zeſtifie our Approbation of ſo good and. laudabls a Defign, as worthy 
of all Incouragement. 5 | ob 


Sign d by ſeveral very Eminent Perſons of great 
Judgment and Reputation, whoſe Names are 
forborn to be publiſhed in this Place without 
their Conſent : The Original whereof is in 
the Hands of Mr. Eſington, Clerk of the 
Committee, and the Mercers Company, and 
by him refuſed. to be reſtored to the Petiti- 
All which, Yiz. the aforeſaid Repreſentation, . the Empha= 
_ tical Clauſe ſelected out of the Donors Will, expreſſing his great 
Soncern about the ſaid Lectures, the Recommendation of the 
Court of Aldermen; and the preeeding A probation of other 
Worthy Citizens, were, together with the ſaid Petition, laid 
before, and preſented to the Lord Mayor and Grand Com- 
mittee for the ſaid College, called 1 alvron by his Lordſhip, 
on purpoſe to conſider thereof on Friday the 7th-of June 1706. 
Aday, whether: of good or bad Preſage to the Succeſs of this 
Canſe, is left to thoſe who have Faith in ſuch Things, and oo 
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the diſquiſition of the curious and nice Obſervers of ſuch Ocz 


eurrences: However this ſeems very remarkable in it, That as 
it was the day on which it was hoped, a Foundation would ba 
laid for the revivall and reſtoring ſo good a Work; ſo tho the 
appointment thereof was caſual and fortuitous without any fore- 
| ſight or deſign, it proved by a ſtrange co-incidence of Terms 
to be on the ſame day of the Week, and on the ſame day of 
the ſame Month of a Year, ending in the ſame Numerical Fi- 
gure or Unit, whereon Sir Tho. Greſham had laid the firſt Stone 


of that Royal Edifice the Exchange, juſt 140 Ycars before, 
which was on Friday the 7th June 1566. And how trivial ſo- 


ever ſuch a Speculation as this may. ſeem, as indeed no ſtreſs 
can be laid where there is no ſolid Foundation, yet it may 
not be improper by bringing to remembrance a Time when ſo 


great an advantage to this City, had its Commencement to im- 


prove it as a means to excite and ſtir up the grateful Minds of 
thoſe Citizens, who have it in their power to enforce the per- 


formance ef their great Benefactors Will, to. ſuch a generous | 
Retribution. On this remarkable day it was, that all Parties 
attended the Lord Mayor and the ſaid Committee, beſore 


whom the Petitioners being heard on the ong hand, and the 
- Profeſſors on the other, the Sum of the Matter appeared to be, 
viz. That the Petitioners inſiſted to have. the. Lectures. read. 
daily, according to the Tenor and expreſs Words of Sir Tho. Gre-- 
(bam's Will, claiming it as their Right, by Vertue thereof, and. 
eſteeming that a ſuficzent. Foundation and Autherity, without 


having Recourſe to any other. To which the Profeſſors, after: 


time given them- (at their Requeſt) to conſult together, inſtead. 


of producing au/ Authority, that might. invalidate, or make 


} 


void the Leiter of the Donor's Will, or offering or pretending 


ro any other Interpretation of the Donors Intent (which is al>- 


ways to be regarded in Mills) than what the common Accep-- 
tation. of the Words admit of, to patronize or mantain their 
ws - 
So 
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affected Sloth and Negligence (for want of better Arguments 
were forced to have Recourſe to Preſeription; for which pur- 
poſe they produced two or three antiquated Authors, which 
Were never admitted againſt a Matter of Right in any Cauſe 
or Court whatſoever, eſpecially ſuch Authors as theſe, one of 
whom, viz. Stow, may eaſily be convicted of Falſhood' and 


Miſtake, even in what he 
the other of Partiality. 


writes concerning this Matter, and 


None but ſuch Gentlemen as theſe would have imagined it 
reaſonable to produce an Author (the never ſo true and im- 
partial) that relates only what was done, or ſuppoſed to be 
done, at the time he writes; not what ought to be done, and 
to ſet him up in Competition with a 1474, by which both the 
City and Corporation of Mercers hold, and maintain them- 

ſelves in the Poſſeſſion of Sir Tho. Greſham's Lands and Eſtate. 

This is ſo ridiculous and abſurd, that the bare mentioning 
ne ttt 73S 00007 

Dpon hearing the Petitioner's Allegations, and the Profeſ. 
for's Quotations, the Committee after both ſides were with- 
drawn, entred upon the Debate; in which many of them ac- 

uouſly-pleaded 'the Right of the Petiti- 

oners; but others concetving'a Cuſtom that has long obtain d, 

how weakly ſoever made out and proved,” how evil ſoever in 


knowledged and ſtrenu 


its on Nature, or upon what Accidents or Con 
ever happening, ought not to be altered or aboli 


as = fo- 


5 or a 


new one, tho never ſo: much better, more conſonant to Ju- 
ſtice and Reaſon, and every ways more Advantageous and Ho- 
nourable to be introduced in the room of i kai ſome doubts 
and ſcruples thereupon: By reaſon of whieh Scruples, and va- 

riety of Opinions, the Matter was by ſome there preſent (ho- 


| 


ange focver it may ſeem) | 
then determined; and rhe Affembly ther 
out making any'Decifiort or Concluben- 


q 

l 

z 
> 

0 
- C . 
7 1 
As 7 
7 


e — — 
Ll 5 


es 


ul 4 
r 


1422 


— 


5 — r — 
«x 


_— —— MATS FEE ROT ar 


* a 


- 


pretended to be too difficult to be 
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„ remove or fatisfie ſuch miſcconceived: Scruples, and all 
| others, which the Profeſſors had, or might by their Artificial 
Inſinuations, endcavour to ſuggeſt and 1mprove, the following 
Poſi tions, as plain and ſelflevident were offer d toConfiderarion. 
Tha? If is by alfdittwouledged ax" aT rurl ane nial lb and inbon- 
5 aubedh. That Sir F bs. Greene, . his: Tone "In wy 
Arabi 3.8 1. mo Sg 25 
nor blu 25 7 bas an" hl of Feed or ſome fach A. 
| 1 bopiey{: : 1 51 ide, alter, Aleſear, or nintemvid a Milli br ibe 
expreſs Words yhereof;-or af ori male any 3 lere 
centratj to the true Potent; Toby uu Meanig eren. 
That if there were any ſuch Authority, it is aner on, * 
behoves the P rofeſſors to produce it; +: which they. wou certainly 
have done, and it would have geen muh beter for theit Purpoſe, 
than ſuch Legends as they produced: But until Jach / Author ts. 
| 1 tbe Will, muſt, au ought to take Place. 1e en 
Inllat neither Stow s Survey, nur any other: Bam whit * 
ever, is in Mitter of Right to le ſet in Competition, or ko equat- 
Authority nit h, much tor le prkferred before a Will 
ur le. vent ha doubtleſs long ſines bern redreſſall;- 
if it: had ever before Eren d or complain d of; unleſs ſurh Com— 
| ae -happay' 4¹⁰ 10 made i in Jome unſeafonable time of Difturbanie 


e Ae enei ffwhas-Lingrh "or Duration foever if It way ne- 
ver ſa fully proved Aimee leſs where tbe Proof u in fahren * 5, or - 
can be ay leu, or Bar to the Performance of a Will: | 
lu the": Profeſſors do not claim. their aloe 'by Pirthe of 
wat Stowor am other: Author might or cou Jay ee them, 
a burg the Will. LH SITIO x: 
dn the PetH;onere Bae be gane bea good a claus fur the - 
Daily! Halt cht bey have far their Stipents. | 111 0199 
_ o{4:Fhef6 Things le iaedged,; were ſo plain and ie: 
5 oben do che . Capacity, that is not either blinded with | 


aid 8 | Parti- 


. 13 ; 
Partiality, or biaſſed by Intereſt, that he muſt be Maſter of 
= ©a. great deal of Sophiſtry, that will pretend to contradict or 
o»oppoſe them. And were the Adverſaries, wiz. The Profeſ- 
= | © ſors:themſelves, made Judges, and appeal'd to in this Caſe, 
= . they could not without ſacrificing their Judgment and their 
| Conſcienee to their Intereſt, determine otherwiſe: Should it, 
_ © fay they, be asked the Civilian, Whether any thing is more 
| * ſacred and inviolable than the Authority of a Vill, or whether 

| * any, Cuſtom, taken up contrary to the true Meaning thereof, 
| ©. manifeſt by Words, as:expreſs as Words can be; eſpecially, when 
ſiuch a Cuſtom is alledg d from Authors of no great Reputati- 
{ < on, and ſuch as are manifeſtly convicted of Error, ſhall be of 


= | any Force or Validity to render void and null ſe pious and good 
2 beſign as this of Sir Ihomas Greſbams was: Should he aſſert 
i" © this, or have the Confidence to advance a Notion. ſo abſurd, 
be could not be eſteem d otherwiſe than aShame and Reproach 


* to his Profeſſion; and all the World would be of Opinion, that 


1 © he either wanted Judgment in the Science he pretends to, or 
a © honeſty,. to. own a Truth that makes againſt his particular 
= ©Eaſe and Advantage. And how: ſcandalous ſoever, ſay they 
=_ © farther, this might ſeem in him, it is to be fear d, ſome will 
1 think it more ſo, in one who is a Divine by Profeſſion,” and 


conſequently one who ſhould be glad of all Occafions, that 
38 © might tend tothe propagating of Religion-and Virtue,and who 
| . *<fhoud have a tender Regard to do Juſtice to the Dead, and 
ö | have the utmoſt Abhorrence of any thing that looks like a Vi- 
* - * olation of their V, or an Affront to their Memory; eſpeci- 
„ally, to the Memory of his own Benefactor 5 How indecent. 
© muſt it appear for ſuch an one to act otherwiſe, and to cover. 
© himfelf-with ſuch a Fig-leaf as Preſcription, or plead a Cuſtom 
for Sloth and Idleneſs, againſt the plain Deſign and Willeof 4 
Perſon, to whom he is indebted for ſo large and conſiderable 
«2 Stipend? Should it be asked him, why the Cup in the SY 
ß; Po 1 b brati- 


:- Kal 


- bration of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, was by our 


< firſt Reformers reſtored to the Laity, who by a long Cuſtom 
© of many Ages had been deprived of it, when the Communi- 
on was ae eee only in one kind. He will be a bad Cham- 
pion for the Reformation, that fhall ſay, The Prieſts only 
ought to drink of the Wine, becauſe ſuch had been the Cu- 
ſtom for many Ages: He will rather ſay, The Communion 
ought to be in. both Kinds, and the Wine ought to be given 
to the Laity as well as the Prieſts, notwithſtanding the afore- 
faid long Cuſtom ; becauſe our Lord and Saviour, by his /a/ 
Mill and Teſtament, whereby he inſtituted the ſaid Sacra- 
ment, expreſly ſays, Driuł ye all of it. And if this be a good 
Argument for the Communion in both Kinds, and aboliſhing 
the old Popiſh Cuſtom, as no doubt it is, the Argument is 
the ſame, S liceat parvis. componere magna; and will have 
the ſame Force and Efficacy in the preſent Caſe, for aboliſh- 
ing an old Cuſtom of unprofitable Sloth and Negligence. 
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Theſe are their own Words in a printed Paper, wherein the 
ſaid Poſitions were laid down and offered to conſideration. 
The principal Streſs, it ſeems, of the Argument, between 
them was, which was of greateſt force or validity Sir Tho. 
Greſham's Will, or Stoms Survey, to debate which Queſtion ſe- 
riouſly, would look as if it were defigned to overthrow: the 
Readers Gravity, or intended only for his Mirth and Diverſt- 
on. But ſuppoſing (as no Man well can) that the latter was 
of equal Authority with the former, yet are they not ſo diffi- 
cult to be reconciled, but they may ſubſiſt together, and the 
latter with all his Errors, 'may be admitted without prejudice 
to the former; for Sow does not pretend to alledge or ſet forth 


Sir 7ho. Greſham's Will, which by the miſtakes he makes about 


it, he ſeems, he never ſaw, nor knew any thing of but by hear- 
© fay, nor does he ſay, that the Lectures were read ozly in the 
Es, EL Te di oe ,, an 
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Terms, but barely ſays, they were read twice a day in the 
Term times daily, except Sundays, which in all likelihood: 
was occaſioned by the fore- mentioned Agreement betwixt the 
Lord Mayor, Sc. and the Profeſſors and meant of the time 
When it took place; which coming in his way, he ſigttly 
mentions Sir Tho. Greſham Lectures, as he does many other 
things without concerning himſelf to enquire or give any fur- 
ther, or more exact account thereof, his Words are theſe. The 
Lecturers (ſays he) were appointed to begin their Readings in te 
Month of June, 1597. Theſe Lectures are read daily, Sundays. 
excepted, in the Term times, by every one upon his day, in the- 
Mornings betwixt Nine and Ten in Latin, in the Afternoons betwixt- 


Tuo and Three in Engliſh, ſave that Dr. Bull was diſpenſed with, 


to read the Muſick Lectures in Engliſh only, and upon two ſeveral 
days, Thurſdays and Saturdays in the Afternoon betwixt Three: 
and Four of the Clock: Where by the way, if this were a ſuffi- 
eient Rule for the preſent Profeſſors, as it cannot be, any fur- 
ther than as it ſets forth their freſ Obligation, by virtue of 
the Agreement hinted at, How comes it to paſs they are de- 
parted from it, or what Authotity can. they produce (for hi- 
therto they have not alledged any) for refuſing to read on a- 
ny Holiday, tho never fo flight a one, when Stow mentions Sun- 
days only to be excepted : And tho Dr. Bull, he fays, was dif-. 
penſed with reading his Muſick Lectures only in Engliſh, yet 
x was done by him twice a Week; whereas the preſent Pro- 
feſlor of Muſick in Greſham College, tho his Lectures (as ſome 
have been ſo. curious to obſerve) have ſometimes. not continu- 
ed above 15 Minutes, reads only once a Week, on Saturdays in 
the Afternoon, nor then neither, if ſome favourable Saint or o- 
ther happen kindly to interpoſe. Bur for neglecting their Founders. 
Will, and for reading only in the Term time, What Argument? 
What Concluſion can theſe Maſters of reaſoning fetch from this 
Paſſage of Stow se This ſeems the fairer Concluſion, and will * 
| h . i 
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eile them both, That they began in the Year 1597. every one 


to read twice a day in the Term times, and fo the-preſent Pro- 
feſſors ought to do ſtill, by Virtue of their Predeceſſors Agree- 


ment, and once a Week throughout the Year, by Virtue of 
Sir Tho. Greſham's Will: Wherefore leaving this Objection as 


we found it, let us come to their other Objection, which is all 


that they have hitherto pretended to, and that 1s the Cuſtoms 
of other Colleges and Duiverſities: What thoſe are, theſe Gen- 
tlemen the Profeſſors, or at leaſt ſome of them that have had 
their Education in any of them, cannot be ignorant of : To uſe 
ambiguous Phraſes for Argument, is an affront to the Perſons 
to whom they are offered, and ſhows a Deſign, to impoſe upon 
and deceive them. Will they ſay, there is no private or pub- 
lick Readings in any other College but in Term time, or that 


the Terms in thoſe Places, are the fame with our Law Terms 


in London: Are they none of them of longer duration, and all 
of a different Foundation from this College? Are they not 
called Terms a terminando, from the times mentioned and li- 
mited by the Founders Will ? If fo, the Matter will come to a 

ſhort Iſſue : and if they are fond of a Phraſe, Sir Tho. Greſham's 
Term is from New-years day, to the laft of December; And well 
might his Term be longer, becauſe his Proviſion is more large 
and ample : And laſt of all, Is it reaſonable, if it were other. 


wiſe, that London ſhould receive Laws or Preſidents from other 
Places, rather than give them? But whatever is pretend- - 
ed to be the Cuſtoms of other Colleges, it is certain they are 


_ etherwiſe than theſe Gentlemen would have it: In ſome of 
the Univerſities of the Low-Countries, Lectures are performed 
publickly all the year round, except Eight days before, and as 


many after the Feſtivals of Eaſter, Whitſantidle, and Chriſtmas, - 
and One Month in the extremity of the Summer, viz. from the 
24th July, to 24th Auguſt, which is allowed them for a Vacation. 
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In the Univerſity of Edinglurgl, Lectures are read throughout 
the whole Year, excepting ſome ſmall Interſtitia or Vacations, 


and there is once a Year a Publick Diſputation in Latin, where 
any that are minded, have liberty to Oppoſe, which brings 


_ great Concourſe of People, and very much tends to their Im- 


provement, and the Reputation of the-Univerſity :. And the 


Terms in our Famous Univerſity of Oxferd, have no relation 
to the Law-terms in Loudon; for Michaelmas. Term with them, 


begins the 1oth-of October, and ends the 17th. of December, 
which is 32 days longer than ours; and Hillary Term begins 
the 14th of January, and continues to the Vigil or Eve of Palm- 


Sunday, which is this preſent Year. above Two Months longer 


than our Term here, and ſo of the other Terms; and in the 
Mort Vacations of their Academic Year, the Arabic Tongue 
uſed to be publickly taught every Wedneſday. once a Week: 
And as there is a great Difference betwixt the aforeſaid Terms, 


- fo there is a much greater difference and diſproportion in the In- 


duſtry that is uſed, and the Pains they take at the Univerſity, 
and the Labours of the Profeſſors at Greſham College, as will ap- 
pear by what follows: By the Statutes of the ſaid Univerſity, 
beſides the publick Diſputations at ſtated Times, and Declama- 
tions, theſe ſeveral Lectures are appointed to be daily read, 

every Monday. throughout the Term, Divinity, Rhetorick, 
Logick, Aſtronomy, Hiſtory ; every Tueſday, Divinity, Gram-. 
mar, Moral Philoſophy, Metaphiſicks, Phiſick, Anatomy, . 
Civil Law, the Hebrew Tongue; every Wedneſday, Geome- 


try, Natural Philoſophy, the Greek Tongue; every. Thurſday, 


Divinity, Rhetorick, Logick, Aſtronomy, Anatomy, Civil 


Law, Hebrew; every Frida); Divinity, Moral: Philoſophy, 


Phiſick, Metaphiſicks, Hiſtory, Grammar; every Saturday, 
Geometry, Natural Philoſophy, Greek, Zenentur- etiam finguli- 
per: Majorem partem hore legere, idque de ſuo, Lefuras non aliun- 
de. mutuartes, aut. ex. Aut hurihus tranſcribentes, and the. I | 


1 


for of Muſick, and other the Graduates in that Science, are 
_ obliged at certain times, to compole a Song of 5, 6, or 8 Parts, 
and with his Lecture to intermix the Harmony of Voices, and 
Muſical Inſtruments. : If theſe Gentlemen therefore, will make 
this Univerſity their Pattern, and liſt to follow ſo great an Ex- 
ample in any reaſonable proportion, they will highly oblige 
the Age, which no doubt, will thankfully receive it with all 
chearfulneſs and ready acceptation : But to leave this Digreſſion 
and proceed in our Account. 1 5 


Ihe aforeſaid Gentlemen therefore finding the Committee 
broke up without coming to any Reſolution one way or otker, and. 
not being eaſily ſatisfied to leave a Cauſe which they eſteerned ſo 
good, undetermined, having ſo good an Authority as that of 


a Will to back them, than which a greater. cannot well be ſup-- 
poſed : For tho a Will cannot be ſet in competition with the 
Laws of any Country, in reſpect of their co-ercive force, and 


the Authority of ſuch as make them; yet without preſump-. 


tion, it may be ſaid, in ſome caſes. a Will has the Advantage of 
all Human Laws whatſoever, not only in that it is held facred: 


and inviolable in all-Countreys, and not limited or circumſcrib- 


ed to particular Places:as theſe are, but alſo in that it. is ofa. 


more durable and unchangeable Nature, remaining after the. 
Teſtator's Death, in perpetual force and vigour, not liable to 
any Addition, Alteration, or Diminution, as the latter are, 


which are ſubject to be altered, amended, explained, added to, 


- or ſubſtracted. from, and at length to be wholly repealed and 


abrogated according to Pleaſure, and the circumſtances of Times- 


and Seaſons, and whilſt theſe have their principal regard to ex- 
teriour Actions, the former has a ſorce and efficacy to pene--. 


trate to, and bind the Conſcience :. Wherefore, hoping for ſome 
better Fruit of their Endeavours, they humbly beſought the 
Lord. Mayor, that the Committee might meet again to conſt-- 
der theteof, which requeſt of tAgirs-was moſt. favourably xD 

_ | Eat. 
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And the ſaid Committee met accordingly a ſecond time on 
Tburſday the 4th October 1706. where the Profeſſors again ap- 


ſtarted, and that was the afore- mentioned 8 : By 
which amuſement (for it was no other) the hoped to pre- 


ſtarted it, finding it not for his purpoſe, but rather againſt him 
(as will doubtleſs more fully appear, When the ſame ſhall be 


Publick) forbore to inſiſt thereon, and well he might; for no 


Agreement with, or bind Perſons to Terms or Conditions, re- 
quiring them to do lefs than they were before obliged to do, 
or to have the Opinion of Council in the Caſe, if it were not 


Plea of theirs, the Committee finding the ſaid Lectures had 


Order to a further reforming this Abuſe, Did- thereupon Or- 
King the fame, as is conceived, the Foundation or Model for 
. dq, preceding each Term, and continue to the End ti} reof, 


and 


þ 


pearing, were admitted to make their further Defence, at 
which time waving their former Objections, as being perhaps 

convinced, had no Weight in them, and therefore could expect 
no great Reputation by inſiſting on them, new matter was 


vail upon the Committee, to take it for à Preſident of their be- 
ing obliged only to Termly Readings. But tho the Perſon that 
thought convenient or admitted to be communicated to the 
Man will ſuppoſe, that thoſe that made that Agreement could 


have any Authority, or had any intent thereby to annul or 
vacate a Will; neither was there any neceſſity to enter into 


to require them to do more, not leſs than they had Authority 
to enforce upon them by the Will: Vet notwithſtanding this 


the faid Order: That is, that they ſhould begin on every, Mon- 


* 


been egregiouſly neglected; for indeed, they had been whollß 
forborn for many Years, on which account the Profeſſors, had 

as good a Plea for Cuſtom as they had in the other Caſe : The 
Committee laid hold of this Occaſion, and (as it is hoped) in 


.der, That the Lectures ſhould begin and continue according to 
the Method preſcribed by the faid forecited Agreement, na- 


. 1 N 1 


4 WW 24.20 ? 


nl 3 = 


A. ASE att A eine ed ee ae os eee n+, 
— do p h 4 2 


EA 


and be read twice a day, in the Mornings, at Nine of the Clock, | 


and in the Aſternoons, at Three of the Clock preciſely: By 
which Order, their pretence of Reading only in the Term is out 
of doors, becauſe it obliges them to begin before the Term; 
neither does it limit them to read only to the end of the Term, 
for that they could not-lawfully do, being contrary to the 
Will, but only requires them during the Term to read twice 
a day, according to the Agreement ſuper-added to the Will. 
And tho the Petitioners were not herewith fully ſatisfied as 
not coming up to the performance of the Will; yet this good 
Effect they found of it, that the Lectures, which a little before 


had been almoſt abandoned for the reaſons before-mentioned, 


began to be thronged and. increaſed to a numerous Auditory: 
of Gentlemen and Citizens; which how far it was to the Sa- 


tisfaction of the Profeſſors, will appear by the Behaviour of 
ſome of them thereupon, and in what manner they procted- _ 


ed in oppoſition to the ſaid Order, and contempt of the Autho- 
rity that made it. Of which a Narrative well atteſted might 
be here inſerted, were it not to avoid a Matter that would ad- 


| miniſter too great a ſcandal to ſome particular Perſons, whoſe 


behaviour is rather deſired, ſhould be corrected and amended, 


khan laid to their charge as a Reproach. And therefore, tho 
it is earneſtly deſired and endeavoured, that the Profeſſors ſhould. * 


do their duty; yet all Perſons concerned, had rather oblige 


them by Reſpects and Cwilities than have any thing urged up- 

on them, that might tend to the diſreputation or prejudice of 
any of them, while there is any hopes of amendment. It mult. 
indeed be owned, That ſome of the Profeſſors who are eaſily - 
diſtinguiſhed, are Men of Learning, Candour, and Ingenuny, 
and to whom even their very Oppoſers in this matter, pay all 


the deference and reſpect that their Qualifications deſerve, and 


therefore not to be involved in the Guilt of that Scurrility, that 
has overfſowed the Mouths of others, eſpecially one ;. yet ſince: 


9 
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they all joyn together in oppoſing their Duty, and 
. reſt, they will unavoidably be thought by all to be ſecret Ap- 


provers and Abettorsof thoſe unwarrantable Speeches and Acti- 


ons, which have proceeded from others, for the diſcouraging 
and diſappointing ſuch as have reſorted to their Lectures. But 


equally 


reckon an Exemption from Labour to be their common Inte- 


the principal thing to be regretted, is not ſo much the behavi- 


our of any of them towards private Perſons, as their contempt 


of Authority, in refuſing to obey the Order of the Committee, 


tho it was ſo favourable to them (as ſome, tho not all of them 
have done) A piece of Inſolence, that would undoubtedly have 
beenſeverely animadverted upon, had it been duly complained of, 


and the Committee made ſenſible thereof; but thoſe that ap- 


peared in this Matter, were diſcouraged from any further At- 
tempts of that kind, or attending a Committee, whoſe Orders 
were not to be obtained without great difficulty; and when 


obtained, were fo eaſily {lighted and diſregarded, eſpecially af- 


ter they perceived themſelves involved in new Difficulties with 


Clerk of the Mercers Company, and of the 

faid Committee, whoſe Partiality manifeſtly appeared in draw- 
ing up of Orders, refuſing them a Sight or Copy of the laſt, 
betgre he had got it paſſed, contrary to the known Rules of 
Equity, it being cuſtomary in moſt Courts of Equity, if not the 
conſtant Method and Practice in them (to which he ovght to 


have conformed ; tho' when the ſame was ſuggeſted, this wiſe 


Anſwer was given, The Committee was no Court of Equity) when 


an Order is made between two Parties, to allow each of them 


— 


that deſire it, a ſight thereof before it is ſigned, to conſider if 


they have any thing material to alledge, that is eit her omitted 


in the drawing up, or not expreſſed ſo fully in their favour, as 


the Order of the Court by the Minutes taken might import, 
and to prevent or rectiſie any miſtakes or miſrepreſeniations in 
reciting any Plea or Allegation uſed by either Parry. , 8 5 
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herein the faid Clerk hath egregiouſly prevaricated, in recix- 

gs part of the Petition, and emitting the moſt material, 
and-Principal Deſign of it, and thereby miſtaking, if-not wil- 

fully miſ- repreſenting the true Purport thereof, which occaſi- 


ond the Petitioners to neglect taking out a Copy thereof, when 


they ſaw how partially it was drawn, in Words (of his own 
foiſting in) which the Honourable Committee in this Caſe - 
never made uſe of, fo that it was not improperly termed by 
one, rather his, than the Order of the Committee, add to this his 
. denying a Sight or Copy of Records to the Petitioners, even of 
thoſe which he had produced and read, at the hearing before the 
Committee, when he found they did not anſwer the End, for 
which he ſo officiouſly produced them, in favour of the Pro- 
feſſors, and at laſt refuſing to deliver them their own Papers 
again, which were put into his hands, when laid before the 
Committee; all which plainly diſcovered him to be no Friend 
to the Cauſe they were ingaged in, nor to the Founder, altho 
he ſometimes eats of his Bread: For which Reaſons, together 
with the Diſſolution of the ſaid Committee, which was ſhort- 
ly after to follow; they were induced to quit all thoughts of 
further Application to a New Committee, becauſe that being 
likely to be compoſed moſt, if not all of New Members, a 


conſequently Strangers to what had been tranſacted before; 15 8 


the Petitioners muſt have been forced to the Drudgery of go- 
ing over all again, and to many tedious and fruitleſs Attend- 
ances, perhaps to as litt le purpoſe as they had done already, tii 
a New Committee ſnould ſucceed to that, and ſo onward, chere 
being a New One every Year, therefore they thought it more 
adviſeable to purſue other Methods: For this end, on Thurſday 
the 14th of January 1706. they addrefſed themſelves to tlie 
Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, being thereunto incou- 
_ raged by ſeveral of the Right Worſhipful the Aldermen, which 
they did in the following Terms. CVT 
e „ : 7 2 
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To the Right Honourable Sir Robert Beding field: 
Knight, Lord Mayor, and the Honourable 
Court of Aldermen. of the City of London. 
The Humble Petition of divers Citizens and 
Others in behalf of themſelves, and: ſundry 
Others concerned with them, : 


"4 


Sheweth, 0 | 
THAT your Petitioners, out: of an earneſt Defire-of Impro-- 
ving themſelves in ſuch uſeful and beneficial Sciences, as by. 

the laſt Will and Teſtament of that Worthy Citizen Sir Thomas 
Greſham, are appointed to be daily 8 Greſham College, 
have according to the Juſt Right and Claim, they have - by Virtue of 
the ſaid Will frequently attended the ſaid Leftures :: And altho it 
does manifeſtly appear, and your Petitioners have ſuficiently proved. 
by the expreſs Words: of. the aforeſaid Mill, that the ſaid Lectures 
ought to be read daily throughout the Tear; and that the ſame, if 
duly and regularly performed, would be of Univerſal Benefit and 
Advantage, and tend more, eſpecially to-the further Increaſe of the 
Wealth, Honour and Reputation of this Renowned City; yet Tour 
Petitioners have with unſpeakable Grief, beheld the mam ill Practi- 


ee, Prevarications and Abuſes of the preſent Profeſſors in neglect- 


Ing their Duty for ſeveral Tears paſt, which proceeded fo far as to 
accaſſon almoſt the total Deſtruction and Subverſion of the Pious De- 
zn of this Worthy. Benefactor, in Inſtituting the ſaid Lefures: 
For redieſs whereof, Tour Petitioners did in moſt humble Manner 
by Petition, apply themſelves to the late Lord Mayor, Sir Thomas 
' Rawlinſon, and the Honourable Committee fol managing the Af 

fairs of the ſaid College; to which their Petition, his Lordſhip, 
aud the aforeſaid Committee, were pleaſed to give a age 
Anſwer, and by an Order of theirs, made the 4th October Iſt, 


J 
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Eu- 


exjoyned . the Profeſſors to a more diligent aud orderly Performance 
of their Duty, than they had formerly done, ordering them to read 


the ſaid Lectures twice a day, beginning on the Monday before each 


Term ; to the end thereof, in the Mornings in Latin, in the After= 


noons in Engliſh: Which Order of-the ſaid Committee, tho it was 


but the firſt Step to reſtoring the ſaid Lectures to their Primitive 
Inſtitution injoyned by the Will; yet the ſame was by ſome of the 


' Profeſſors in maniſeſt Contempt thereof, and of the Authority that 


made it, diſobeyed, flighted, and refuſed to be complied with, un- 


eſs partially in ſuch manner, and at ſuch times only as they pleaſed 


themſelves. And whereas, fince ce of the ſaid Order, great 
Numbers of hopeful, young Citizens, and other ingenious Gentlemen 


been uſed to diſcourage and u + prey them, and ſome have been 


contumeliouſiy and ſcurrilouſly uſe 
ner, as Tour Petitioners judge unfit for the Ears of this Honourable 


Court. And Tour Petitioners being tired out with the Vexation 
they meet with, thro the Partiality and Combination againſt them, - 


by Mr, —= Eſſington, who 4 Clerk of the ſaid Committee, and 
the Company of Mercers, and the influence be has thereby, are 


| 2 from any further: vn p. the ſaid Committee, eſpeci- 


ally fince they ſee ſo little Regard and Obedience paid to their Or- 
ders by the Profeſſors : Tour Petitioners therefore find themſelves 


' under a neceſſity of having recourſe to this Honourable Court, as the 


Cbief Conſervators of the Rights and Privileges of this City, and 
its Inhabitants. CV 5 
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And therefore humbly pray, That this Honourable Court, will by 
their Authority, Countenance, Support, and Maintain Your 
Petitioners, and thoſe concerned with im, in obtaining their juſt 
Right and Claim, to have the ſaid LeCtures read for the Publick 
_  Benefit.ofthis City, according to the Tenor of Sir Tho. Greſhap?'s 


Will, amd to protect them from the Inſults of the Profeſſors and 


their Adherents, either by ſome effeftual Order of this Honour- 


able Court, or by ſuch ther Ways and Methods, as to the Great 
Wiſdom and juſtice of this Honourable Court ſhall ſeem moſt 
proper and effectual. And Tour Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


* 


in ſo groſs and indecent a man- 


have reſorted to, and frequented the ' ſaid Lectures, Means have 
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Together with the ſaid Petition they gave in a Narrative of 
the behaviour of the Profeſſors in relation to their reading 
in Michaelmaſs Term preceding, whereupon his Lordſhip di : 
then appoint a certain day for the Profeflors to be ſummoned, 
and for them and the Petitioners to be heard. But his Lord. 
ſhip happening to be indiſpoſed, the ſaid day when the hear- 
ing ſhould have been, at which time the Petitioners (not know- | 
ing of his Lordſhips Indiſpoſition) being many in Number, did. 
appear with Witneſſes, ready to have made good the ſeveral 
Allegations contained in their Petition and Narrative, and alfa 
attended: ſeveral times afterwards on the uſual Court-days, but 
it fell out unhappiby for them, that either no Court met on 
- thoſedays as uſual ; or when there was a Court, it proved fa 


.  thronged with the multiplicity of Important Cauſes, which 


this Court is uſually ſupplied with, that the Petitioners could 
have no opportunity of acceſs; fo that after much waiting 
and much tune ſpent to no purpoſe, they were obliged to de- 
part without any Anſwer to their Petition. And they ha- 
ving many of them great and weighty Concerns of their own, 
could not without manifeſt Injury to themſelves, and Prejudice 
to their Affairs, perſiſt intheir attendance, where they appre- 
hended ſo much uncertainty. and difficulty of Acceſs. 
Hut the matter of their Petition being of publick Benefit, - as 
well as to have Right done to ſo eminent a Benefactor to this City, 
they content themſelves to have done their duty, and are willing) 


to hope, that a Matter of this Nature, of fo much Juſtice, as weſl. 


as of Reputation and Advantage, having been laid before that 
Court, and ſo lodg d, as it may, when Matters of greater Im- 
Portance will permit, be taken into their ſerious Conſideration, 
willhave its due Effect, and that this Honourable Court, wilk 
in Jaſtice to this Worthy Citizen, and for the good of the pre- 
feat and future Generations, exert their Authority in this Caſe, 
Whether. the Petitioners appear aby further 9 
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But if thro the ay ans of more weighty Buſineſs; tha 
— Honourable Court ſhall not have leiſure to inquire into; and 
rectifie the ſame, It is not doubted, but if Perſons of greater In- 
_tereit, Authority and Abilities, than the generality of the Pe- 
titioners pretend to have; ſhall intereſt themſelves herein, and 
think fit to countenance, aſſiſt and promote the carrying on ſo 
juſt and Jaudable a. Deſign, by any other regular and lawful 
Means, the ſaid Honourable Court, and each Member thereof, 
will, as occafion may offer, favourably entertain and promote 
the Proſecution thereof; altho thro the Impediment of other _ 
more neeeſſary, and preſſing Affairs, they have been pre- Ml 
vented from doing it themſelves, which there is good reaſonn Ml 
to believe, ſeveral Members of that Honourable Court would MW 
willingly have done, nor have thought it beneath them to have 
been. the Authors of ſo conſiderable: a Work, as the. reſtoring - 
fo Excellent, and Pious a Donat ion to its Primitive Inſtitutions 
Ne.or is it to be queſtioned, but that if any feizible Scheme be 
*,- Propoſed for this End, it will meet with all due acceptance and 
incouragement from many Worthy Citizens and Gentlemen; 
Who from a Senſe of Gratitude, to the Memory of fo Noble a2 
Benefactor, and Zeal for the Juſt Claim of fo conſiderable a 
Birthright and Advantage of the Inhabitants of this populous - 
City, will readily contribute what they can to fix upon its pro _ 
per Baſis, ſo excellent and beneficial a Conſtitution; Which as. 
it has been the ſole Aim of thoſe ingenious Perſons, who of late: 1 
„have appeared active in the proſecution of this Cauſe; fo it is. 
the main Deſign of theſe Papers, by diſcovering and ſetting in 
its true Light, the Equity and Reaſonableneſs thereof, and the _ 
Progreſs WT made in it, to ſtir up all Generous Minds upons 
whom the Motives of Gratitude, Juſtice, Publick Good,,, and 
the Cultivating and Improvement of all commendable: Arts. 
and Learning, may have any Influence to exert theiv-utmoſt- 
Efforts to the bringing it to its deſired. Effect. And. if .(whicha 
| IE | - I, 5 = | With 7 2 
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without too great a Reproach to the Age, cannot well be ſup- 
poſed) thro the neglect, indifference, and ſupineneſs of ſome, 
or malignant Oppoſition of others (who may reckon it in their 
Account to prevent it) all Endeavours, at laſt prove abortive, 
yet all that have been concerned, will have the Satisfaction of 
demonſtrating to-the World, their good Intentions to benefit 
the Publick, and particularly their Fellow Citizens, without 
any ſiniſter or clandeſtine Aims of private-Intereſt, which here- 
im has no place: And if they ſhall not have the happineſs of 
ſeeing this goed Work effected in their days, they flatter them- 
ſelves with à firm belief, it will not always ſo lye by deſpiſed 
or diſregarded ; but if thoſe of the preſent Generation who 
have it in their Power, to reſtore and revive this Foundation, 
thall remain inſenſible, both of the Glory and Advantages they 
may reap thereby, or from any narrow Aims of private In- 
. tereſt, ſhall continue immoveable and unconcerned thereat, 
turning a deaf Ear to all the Intreaties and Remonſtrances that 
have been made concerning it, ſome future Age may produce 
Perſons more noble, and dif-intereſted, who from a Juſt Senſe 
of both, will joyfully embrace ſuch an opportunity, how much 
ſoever it may appear to have been flighted, of obliging with 
fo great a Benefit themſelves, their Fellow Citizens, and their 
Poſterity for Ever. VVV 5 
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The Grand Committee for managing tlie Affairs 

of Greſham College, Conſiſts of Four Aldermen; 

and Eight Commoners for the City, and Twelve 
Commoners for the Company of Mercers. 


The Honourable Committee for the Affairs of Greſpams- 


College, Anno 1706. 1 4 


The Right Honourable Sir Tho. Ramlinſon, Knt. then Lord Mayor: 


2 3 err For the Comp. of Mercers. 2 
3 


NE eee Aldermen Mr. Hart, Maſter. _ 

Sir William Withers | 18 Edmond. Harriſon. | : 
FFF ; ir Samuel Mo on 
| Commoners or the __ 108 8 
Mr. Deputy Eyres. ö Mr. Edward Carleton. 7 
Mr. Thomas Loveday. ; Mr. Thomas Wellington-. 

Sr George Newland. ” Mr. Nathaniel Houlton. 

Mr. Deputy Norman. | Mr. Jaſpar Clutterbuck. 

Mr. Deputy Bennet, deceaſed. Mr. William Wilks, deceaſed... 8 
Mr. John Sherman. 1552 Samuel Clark, - "0 
| Mai jor John Hulls. | | 1 Thomas Blackmore, Eſq; | 
Mr. Deputy hall. | Mr. Vi {lam Bridges, 5 1 5 

Anno, 1707. 


The Right Honourable Sir Robert Beddingfield, Knt. Lord Mayor.” 
Fir Richard Levett, Faber and For the Comp. of Mercers.” 


Sir Thomas Abn 

Sir Robert 3 Aldermen. | 18 Leg Houtton, Maſter. - 

| ir Edmond Harriſon. 
| For the ci Hy. Sir Samuel — | 
Mr. Thomas Loveday. © Ir. Witham Bridges, ; 


Mir. Fohn Sherman. Mr. Nicholas Hilliard, 


1] Mr. Joby Spiller. 2” 


M 
Mr. Auguftine Marriot. | 
Mr. Deputy Skinner. It; afpar Clutterbuc ** 3 
Mr. Thomas Siſſon. | Thin Blackmore, Eſq; 8 
Major 7ohn Hulle. 4 Mr. Samuel Clark. 
Mr. Edward Hammond. r. Grevi/l. 
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MI. BN? LY n n mY e , 
1 Edw. Brerewood-—Aſtronomy | Dr. Iſaac Barrow — | com 5 
bt Dr. John BAU! Muſick. 1: BO oo — 

| b. Mr. Henry Briggs Geometry. | £2 Norwood =  _ 1 

55 : 5 Dr. Henry Mount low —Civil Law. Dr. Goddard — Phiſick· 5 = 
Pr. Matthew Gwin — Phyſick. Sir Chrifop. Vren — Aftronomy. © 
Mr. Caleb Wilts. — Rhetorick. De Robert Hooke  — * 5 
Mr. Rich. Hol. N Divinity. 1 Blagrau e f 
Mr. Hen. Gellibrand - Aſtronomy. | Gilbert | ——  w—_— ZE 
Me John Taverner- — Muſick. Fright ne 
* Mr. John 1 — Geometry. Mr. Wells — Diving. - 
F 8 Dr. Eaton Civil Law. }Dr. Pope — apy rs nes 
3 Dr. Winton —— 18803 Mr. _ Perry =— Muſic . I. 
- Mr. Ed. ikinim< — . Rhetorick. Dr. Paman — Dhiſick. „ 
MI. Edw. Gunter He: Mr. Greſham — - Rhetorick. - | 
* Mr. Sam. Mu — 3s 


. 


t Profeſſors are. 
1 5 Mr. Edward Lane y for Divinity. „% at 
Mr. Robert Briggs — Civil ax. 


=: Alexander Torriano —Aſtronomy, „ 


LAT S315 5 Mr. Andrew Tock — Scomet rr. | 


5 + Mr. Edward Martin. Rona ooo ion in nx 
ET Yes Dr. John Woodward — V 
5 r, ae Shippon | — | Muſick, | VV 3 
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